Handgun Control Inc.
AN ANALYSI S OF HANDGUN CONTROL, | NC

The followi ng docunent represents the research by a friend and client,
Sashai A. McCure. At the tine of this witing, Sam (as she prefers to be
called) is an undergraduate student at the University of California at

Ber kel ey. She has done a trenendous amount of research into Handgun Control
Inc. and it deserves to be read by all gun owners.

Ri chard Bash

I NTRODUCT! ON

Handgun Control, Inc (hereafter abbreviated "HCI") is a difficult

organi zation to research. In many aspects, the group is very secretive and
reluctant, yet it is very open about others. Interviews are easy to secure,
but getting the same answer twice is a difficult proposition. Very few of ny
interviews yielded significant results other than revealing their penchant
for mystery and secrecy.

Most of the information accunul ated and presented herein has been attained
t hrough the oddest of sources. | found several conputer bulletin board
services (abbreviated BBS) to be quite hel pful, particularly the Conbat Arns
BBS (see bibliography for address and tel ephone nunber) of Castro Vall ey,
run by M. Richard Bash. Through his system | was able to access a nationa
echo which relays nmessages nationwi de. Ot her systens include that of M.
Neal Knox and that of the Berkeley Police Departnment ("The Guardian"). O
these systens, only the latter had a neutral position in regard to the gun
control controversy, however all information (unless otherw se noted)
garnered through the BBS s that is presented herein has been confirmned

t hrough other sources and in nost cases, by nembers of HC .

G eat help was also afforded me by of all groups, the National Rifle
Associ ation (NRA). The people there were nore hel pful to ny research than
HCl was, supplying nme with printed information (even information
unconplinmentary to the NRA) and interviewees experienced with HCl .

Qddly, HCl provided the nost insurnountable barrier to nmy exam nation. In
general, no one was able to give the same answers to the sane questions
twice, and repeated requests for information went unheeded. A nmiled
response was received only once: | had called pretending | wished to join
and was sent a nenbership packet and several papers advocating gun contro
and gun elinination. Some allegations were substantiated, some were not.
Those panphlets and leaflets which did include references supplied only a
very limted bibliography, nostly the sane source repeated several tines.

Phone calls also fell upon the proverbial deaf ears. Interviewees (nenbers,
secretaries, receptionists and public relations personnel) while not

i nconpetent, were generally uninformed and seened to parrot the corporate

I ine when uncertain. They did not appear to have thoughts of their own.
Interviews with nore influential nmenmbers could not be secured.

Thus with little provisions of printed materials and interviews, | was
forced to consult with other organizations. Mst of ny information has been
confirnmed to ny satisfaction, except that on the formation of the



organi zation itself. There are several stories wandering about on this
subj ect and after several efforts to contact HCl on this matter and
attaining no results, | have chosen to present the nost plausible and
substantiated report, that from M. Neal Knox's BBS.

Virtually all ny sources either have been or will be uploaded to the

af orenenti oned Conbat Arns BBS in exchange for M. Richard Bash's services.
The reader may w sh to check there first to view these sources, thus

avoi ding the hassle of having to track them down hinsel f/ herself.
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FORMATI ON

There are several discrepancies in everyone's tale of how HCl was originally
fornmed so as nentioned, Neal Knox's story being the nost substantiated and
therefore, plausible, shall be used here.

According to Nelson T. (Pete) Shields, Il1l., (founding chair of HCl) ex-ClA
agent, Edward (Edwi n?) O Wlles, was the first chairman of the Nationa
Council to Ban Handguns (NCBH) which was | ater renaned Handgun Control, Inc.
What is curious about this (other than alleged Cl A involvenent in the nove
to ban private firearns ownership) is a conpeting group was formed in the
same year as NCCH (1979) by Reverend Jack Corbett under the auspices of the
United Methodi st Church. Rev. Corbett describes Wlles as a "guiding light"
to what Knox refers to as "an ostensibly conpeting organi zation."1 Further
evi dence of Welles' involvenent with two conpetitors is provided by a

t el ephone conversation M. Knox was conducting with Rev. Corbett in which
Rev. Corbett "was stynmied by ny [Neal Knox] recitation of facts that refuted
his anti-gun argunents, Corbett handed the phone to Welles-- to nmy utter

ast oni shnent . " 2

(I't should be noted that at the tinme Edward O Welles had founded HCl and
NCBH, he was the owner of two handguns (allegedly buried in his backyard)
and a Sharps-Borchardt rifle. It is very unusual that a man such as he would
forman anti-gun coalition.)

After this, the discrepancies about HCl's origins beconme enornmous and

i npossible to sort through. There are many who advocate the position that
Shields is a puppet controlled by Wlles. O hers disbelieve any further
connection between Wl les and the coalitions other than founding. Mny
nmoderates as well as extrem sts speculate on the possibilities of a CIA



conspiracy. In ny research, | have been unable to corroborate any
origination stories other than the one from M. Neal Knox, and even it
cont ai ns unanswered questi ons.

In any event, the group was eventually connected to John and Sarah Brady
indirectly via John H nkley Jr.'s 1980 assassination attenpt on then

Presi dent Ronal d Reagan. Drawi ng a | oaded .22 revolver fromhis coat,

Hi nkley emptied its cylinder in 2.8 seconds, wounding the president and his
press secretary, M. Janes Brady. Brady was shot in the head and as a
result, is now permanently confined to a wheelchair. His wife, Ms. Sarah
Brady, began advocating |egislation for further gun control. Four years
|ater, Ms. Brady found her son in a friend's car playing with a | oaded . 22.
Though it is the contention of many that at this point she founded HCl, it
had al ready been in existence since 1974. Instead, as a political wife, she
qui ckly becane the chair. Hence the confusion of many as to whether HCl is
"that Shields group or that Brady group."” It is both.

ORGANI ZATI ON AND MEMBERSHI P

The followi ng informati on was requested from HCl on three separate occasions
to no avail. The National Rifle Association responded after ny futile
efforts to gain response fromHCI with a listing of HCl's organization, and
its National Conmittee which seens to be only a forumfor the boasting of
cel ebrity nenbership.

HEADQUARTERS: 1225 | Street, NW Suite 1100
Washi ngt on, DC 20005

TEL EPHONE: (202) 898-0792

REG ONAL OFFI CES: 703 Market Street *
Suite 1511
San Franci sco, CA 94103
(415) 546-1884

310 Fourth Street
Suite 724

M nneapolis. M\ 55415
(612) 333-2823

* The San Francisco office has noved to Los Angeles, Calif. At the tine of
this witing, I do not have the new address and tel ephone nunber.

STAFF: 15

FOUNDI NG CHAI R Nel son T. (Pete) Shields, 111
CHAI R: Sar ah Brady
PRESI DENT: Charles J. Orasin

BOARD OF DI RECTORS: F. Robert Meier, Treasurer
Loi s Hess, Secretary

Davi d Bi renbaum John Phillips, Carl Bogus, Helen Raiser, Hon. John
Corderman, Maurice Rosenblatt, Hon. Lee Fisher, Jeanne Shields, John
Hechinger, Qdile Stern, Larry Lowenstein, Edward (Edwin) O Wlles



PUBLI CATI ON: Washi ngt on Report, quarterly
PAC. National Handgun Control Political Action Committee

MEMBERSHI P: 200, 000

Al t hough HCI clainms to have over 1,000, 000 nenbers, the nmethod they use for

tabul ation relies upon contacts with interested parties by any mneans,
actual count of dues paying nenbers.

HCl NATI ONAL COW TTEE

M. Steve Allen
M. Arthur Ashe (deceased)
Ms. Lauren Becal |
Ms. Marjorie Benton
M. Leonard Bernstein (deceased)
M. Lloyd Bridges
Hon. Edmund G Brown, Sr.
Ms. Ellen Burstyn
Ms. Julia Child
M. Jacki e Cooper
M. Hume Cronyn
Hon. Joseph Curran
M. Stephen Dart
M. WIIliam Dornman
M. Cerald Dunfey
M. Dougl as Fairbanks, Jr.
Hon. Di anne Feinstein
Hon. Kenneth G bson
Rabbi Joseph d aser
Ms. Betsy Got baum
M. Mchael G Goss
Ms. Elliot Jones Hal berstam
Ms. Mariette Hartley
Hon. Richard Hatcher
Hon. Janet Gray Hayes
M. Andrew Hei skel |
M. Hal Hol br ook
Hon. Maynard Jackson
M. Al bert Jenner, Jr.
M's. Shirley Knight
Ms. Patrick Kennedy Lawford
M. Jack Lermmon
Hon. Edward Levi
Honor abl e John Li ndsay
Mar sha Mason
Jane MM chael
Kar|l Menni nger
Patrick Murphy
Paul Newman
George D. Newton, Jr.
Vi ctor Pal meri
Gregory Peck
Russel | Peterson
Sol Price
M Ilton Rector
Lee Remi ck
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M. WIIl Rogers, Jr.
M. Janes W Rouse
Rabbi Al exander M Schi ndl er
Nei | Sinon

Rod Stei ger
Emanuel Tandy
Jessi ca Tandy
Eli Wallach
Ruth Warrick
Franci s Weat
James Wi tnore
Andy WIlians
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AFFI LI ATED ORGANI ZATI ONS

Center to Prevent Handgun Vi ol ence

1400 K Street, NW

Suite 500

Washi ngt on, DC 20005

"The Center to Prevent Handgun Violence is HCl's "educational' spin-off that
portrays firearns and their ownership as inherently dangerous.
Advertisenents concentrate on children and firearns accidents involving
juveniles."3

In addition to this list of nenbers, HCl counts anobngst its supporters,
"[e]very najor |aw enforcenent organi zation in Anerica."4 Upon researching
this contention however, it was |earned that only high police officials and
their organi zations are in support of HClI. The conmon ground anong | aw
enforcement HCI supporters is politics. Mst are police chiefs and such who
are either directly elected to their posts or are appointed by another

el ected official. The regular street officer appears to be either neutra
about the organization and its activities or opposed, much to the
infuriation of sone of their supervisors. Wtness the plight of San Jose
Oficer Pyle who after testifying against gun control in Sacranento (1989)
returned honme to find that Chief Joe MacNamara no | onger required his
services. He was put on desk duty and his case is on appeal

Furt her investigation of HCl's allegation of |aw enforcenent support
produced the American Law Enforcenment O ficers Poll for 1989. It was sent to
16, 259 Chiefs of Police, Sheriffs and conmand personnel nationw de. The
curious reader should refer to the appendix for a copy of this poll. The
stated purpose of the poll "... was to enlighten the Congress, the nedia,
and ot her organi zations regarding the opinions of our nation's top |aw
enforcenent officers."5 For the nost part, the poll's questions are not nuch
better in absenting thenselves of obvious bias than are the questions of the
gun control crowd. However, it seens to be the only poll conducted directed
at regular line officers as opposed to their politically appointed or

el ected supervisors. Its results state that the majority of street |aw

enf orcenent personnel do not support the views of HCl. Cearly, HCl has
overestimated its | aw enforcenent support, basing its clains on the support
of a few organi zations which are listed as:

Fraternal Order of Police (207,000 nenbers)

Nati onal Association of Police O ganizations (90,000 nmenbers)

I nternational Association of Chiefs of Police (14,500 nmenbers)
Nati onal Sheriff's Association (30,000 nenbers)

Nati onal Organi zation of Black Law Enforcenent Executives (NOBLE)
(2,200 nenbers)6
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Upon contacting these organi zations (the last two could not be reached) it
was confirmed that they do indeed support the practices and views of Handgun
Control, Inc, though this claimis vehenently denied by a nmenber of the
Fraternal Order of Police. M. R Peters contends that the regul ar
menbership of the FOP in no way endorses the gun control/elimnation
activities of HCl. Presentation of the group's nagazine confirnms this,
though it rmust be noted that the | eadership of the group disagrees with its
menber shi p and supports HCl.

As a last point on HCl's accunul ati on of supporters, there is some
controversy about the groups ethics in gaining them The 1989 Federa
Lobbyi ng Report (for the first half of the year),

"... showed that HCl gave anti-gun Col unbus Ch. Police Oficer
Dewey Stokes, who heads the Fraternal Oder of Police, $2,000 on
June 30, 1989. HCI has now given him $3,000 since the first of the
year. It does not say why he received it, only that it was a
‘contribution.”

They al so show that HCl gave $500 to the Florida Police Chiefs on June 30,
1989.

"In addition, the reports also showthat Phillip C. MGQuire,
former associate director for the Bureau of Al cohol, Tobacco and
Firearns, received substantial paynent for expense requests."

"It appears that HCl has bought their relationship with a segnent of the
anti-gun | aw enforcenment community,' said John Barnett, projects director of
t he Second Amendnent Foundation."7

More research is necessary to deternine howtrue M. Barnett's comment is.
When HCl was asked about this, the representative frompublic relations
declined to conment, but then added that appearances are often deceiving.
Clarification as to his meaning on this was not provided.

GOALS AND REASONS FOR EXI STENCE
To use the words of the NRA in describing the agenda of HC :

"HCl was forned to | obby for |egislative control and gover nnent
regul ati ons on the manufacture, inportation, sale, transfer, and
civilian possession of handguns. Their efforts have expanded to
include attenpts to limt the private ownership of sem -automatic
firearms, specifically rifles."8

Using the words of HCI commercials and printed propaganda:
"... fighting to keep handguns out of the wong hands."9
In the words of founding chair, Nelson T. Shields, III.

"I'"'m convinced that we have to have Federal legislation to build
on. We're going to have to take one step at a tine, and the first
step is necessarily--given the political realities--going to be
very nmodest ... Qur ultinate goal--total control of handguns in
the United States--is going to take time ... The first problemis
to sl ow down the increasing nunber of handguns being produced and



sold in this country. The second problemis to get handguns
registered, and the final problemis to make the possession of all
handguns, and all handgun anmunition totally illegal."10

The conmon denomi nator of the three reasons |isted above for the existence
of HCl is legislation for governnental regulation and restriction of
handguns (now expanded to all senmi-automatic firearns, specifically rifles).
In its nmenbership drive panphlet, HCl proudly displays and di scusses briefly
the recent legislation for which it has pushed passage. Unfortunately, they
do not list bill nunbers so it is inpossible to tell which legislation is
really being discussed and whether or not HCl is presenting the facts. In ny
research, this proved to be quite conmon with HCl declarations. Their words
are better than mine in describing their achi evenents:

"I NTERSTATE SALE OF HANDGUNS: HCl | obbyists protected existing gun
control s by persuadi ng Congress to continue a ban on the
interstate sale of handguns, despite a $100 m|lion NRA canpai gn
to gut our national |aw

"UNDETECTABLE HANDGUNS: W broke the NRA' s strangl ehold on
Congress when federal |awrmakers passed a bill outlaw ng plastic,
undet ect abl e handguns. The NRA spent nmillions of dollars trying to
persuade Congress that these handguns, which could slip through
metal detectors, were not a problem Qur strong alliance of police
groups and a bipartisan coalition of legislators forced the NRA to
change its position.

" COP- KI LLER BULLETS: Unbelievable as it may seem the NRA defended
the sale of arnor-piercing bullets that can penetrate the

bul | et proof vests worn by our nation's police officers. Handgun
Control | obbied fiercely on Capitol H Il against these needl ess
bull ets. W won.

" SATURDAY NI GHT SPECI ALS: These easily conceal able, lowquality
handguns have one purpose--use in violent crime. Sarah Brady,
along with other HClI supporters and | aw enforcenent officials,

hel ped persuade Maryl and | awnmakers to stop the sal e of Saturday
Ni ght Specials in the state. The gun | obby i mmediately | aunched a
drive to repeal the law at the ballot box, spending over $6
mllion in a canpaign of hysteria and m sinformation. But

Maryl anders soundly rejected the NRA and voted to keep the | aw.

"ASSAULT WEAPONS: M Ilitary-style assault weapons, designed solely
to gun down human beings quickly and efficiently, are an
ever-growi ng concern of America's police officers. Despite the

i ncreased use of these weapons by drug deal ers and hate groups,
the NRA spends millions of dollars to defend their sale. Wth the
hel p of | aw enforcenment and Handgun Control, Inc., California
became the first state to outlaw the sale and manufacture of these
killing machi nes. New Jersey followed, and Virginia and Maryl and
have al so enacted restrictions on assault weapons."11

The validity of these clains and others will be addressed a little later. It
is through enotional passages such as these that nenbership is solicited.
Adding to these, are acts of shocking crimnal activity utilizing firearnmns.
The stories in the nenbership panphl et read:

"In Atlanta, James Calvin Brady wal ked out of a nental hospita



and into a pawn shop where he quickly and easily purchased a
handgun. The next day, Brady, who had a history of cocaine

addi ction, went into a mall's crowded food court at I|unchtinme and
opened fire, killing one young man and woundi ng four others."

"Lancel ot Arnstrong, wanted by authorities on charges of rape and
assault, lied about his crimnal past on the federal form he
filled out to buy a TEC-9 assault pistol. He later used the gun to
kill a deputy sheriff in Broward County, Florida. Police found the
receipt for the gun in Arnstrong' s wall et when he was

appr ehended. "

"I'n Boca Raton, Kenneth M sher, owner of an optics store, was

mur dered by his business associ ate and col | eague of 15 years who

went out on his lunch hour and purchased a handgun with a credit

card. Later that day, the co-worker shot M sher several times and
then turned the weapon on hinsel f."12

Agai n, the panphl et contains no docunentation of these incidents, thus their
validity cannot be challenged. It may interest the reader to know that these
same incidents are inplenented repeatedly throughout HCl's advocacy and

| obbying. It is rare that the group uses different exanples of handgun

vi ol ence.

The menbership formis also an enotional plea. The new nenber is required to
contribute $15 in dues, but is urged to send $29, the alleged price of a
Saturday Night Special. | asked several gun dealers in the area if they
could sell me a $29 handgun and between chortles of laughter, | was told
that no such handgun exi sts.

The prinmary goal of HCl at present is passage of the Brady Bill. Awaiting
passage for a couple years, HRA467 has been defeated several tines and keeps
com ng back for nore. According to HClI, the Brady Bill (naned in honor of

M. and Ms. Brady) would institute a national seven-day waiting period for
al I handgun purchases. The supposed effect of this period would be " to
ensure we aren't selling handguns over-the-counter to those with a crimna
past. And angry or suicidal individuals would have time to cool off-- rather
than buying a gun to settle an argunent or to take their own life."13 During
this seven-day period, the seller of the handgun would send a copy of the
BATF formrequired of all purchasers, certifying that they are eligible to
purchase a firearmunder the provisions of the 1968 Gun Control Act, to the
chief |aw enforcenent officer in the region. This officer would be directed
to conduct a background check and if no record is found within seven days,
the purchaser is entitled to the weapon. Unfortunately for the Brady Bil

and its supporters, the Departnent of Justice recently issued a statenent to
the effect that due to the scattered systens of felony record accounts, a
background check on a given individual whether seven days or seven nonths
are allotted, is quite inpossible. If the reader is interested in reading
the actual text of the Brady Bill, it is printed in full as downl oaded from
the Conbat Arns BBS in the appendi x. The validity of its clains will be
addressed in the next section.

The Brady Bill, while form ng the cornerstone of HCl's |egislative w shes,
is not the only goal. The menbership drive panphlet lists the rest of these
goal s as:

* Banning mlitary-style assault weapons
* Prohibiting the manufacture, inportation, and sal e of Saturday Ni ght



Speci al s

* Establishing registration requirenments for the private sale of
conceal abl e handguns at gun shows and by citizens
Barring nultiple sales of handguns
Requiring stringent safety classes for those who buy handguns
Mandating strict reporting requirenents for the theft of handguns from
gun deal ers and gun owners

* Establishing control over who can manufacture and sell handguns with
I'i censi ng procedures

* Creating GUN-FREE ZONES around all our schools

Again, the validity of these goals will be discussed in the follow ng
section.

METHODS AND PUBLI CI TY

Rarely does HCl present evidence for its allegations. The group relies very
heavily upon enotionalismand its nmenbers and supporters are very good at

it. Called upon frequently to testify before Congress for gun control, Sarah
Brady al ways pushes her wheel chaired husband before her, eliciting comrents
of synpathy for both. The figure of the once upright nan beggi ng Congress to
prevent further wheelchaired victins is a pathetic one and pity runs high
When Janes S. Brady speaks, even the nost rabidly pro-gun are noved to
synpathy for the nan's condition

BEFORE THE U. S. SENATE JUDI Cl ARY SUBCOVWM TTEE ON THE CONSTI TUTI ON, NOVEMBER
21, 1989.

"I am honored to be here, but it's not the honor that conpelled ne
to appear today. It's the anger--anger at Congress that in 1988
failed to pass a neasure which woul d have reduced the handgun

vi ol ence plagui ng our nation."

"I had no choice but to be here today because too many Menbers of
Congress have been gutless on this issue. They have cl osed their
eyes to tragedies like mne. They ignore the statistics. Wll,
this statistic has decided to break his silence."

"Those Menbers of Congress who oppose a sinple seven-day waiting
period should try being in ny shoes for just one day. | am not
seeking synmpathy. But | want you to really understand what being
shot has done to ne and ny life."

"There was a day when | wal ked the halls of this Senate and wor ked
closely with many of you and your staffs. There was a wonderfu

day when | was fortunate enough to serve the President of the
United States in a capacity | had dreanmed of all ny life. And for
atime, | felt that people |ooked up to ne. Today, | can tell you
how hard it is to have people speaking down to nme. But nothing is
harder than | osing the independence and control we all so value in
life. | need help getting out of bed, help taking a shower, and
hel p getting dressed."

"There are some who oppose a sinple seven-day waiting period for
handgun purchases because it woul d i nconveni ence gun buyers. Well,
I guess | am paying for their convenience. And | amone of the

| ucky ones. | survived being shot in the head. O her shooting
victims are not so fortunate."



"I ama Southern Illinois boy who grew up hunting and at hone with
guns. | don't question the rights of responsible gun owners.
That's not the issue. The issue is whether the John Hinckl eys of
the world should be able to walk into gun stores and purchase
handguns instantly."

"I felt conmpelled to get involved because there are too nany
cowardly lions wal king the halls of Congress. | fight every day to
mai ntain the courage | need to survive. | pray that Congress can
find the courage to quickly pass the Brady Bill."14

This quote is illustrative of the techniques HCl has at its disposal wth
whi ch to convince. The reader shall note that nowhere in M. Brady's plea is
there reference to hard evidence that his bill will work, only a discussion
of how miserable his life has becone in a wheelchair and an insult to those
who di sagree ("cowardly |ions").

O her ways in which HCI gets attention is through smear canpai gns directed
at its main opponent, the NRA Usually these snmear canpaigns are in the form
of painting the NRA as a powerful beast that until now, could not be taned.
The tamer of course, is the "grassroots” organi zation made up of ordinary
people, HC. The great American classic of the underdog beating the
tyrannical naster is deployed tine and again, nostly by citing the NRA' s
enornobus nonetary assets. Upon contacting both groups, the NRA Annual Report
(which includes the group's expenses) was received in |ess than a week. Such
a report was never sent by HCl despite two separate requests. The NRA had no
records of HCl's finances of course, but when the problemwas explained to
the representative, a news clipping was sent.

It is clainmed by HCl that the NRA spends millions working to defeat
"sensible ... gun policy"15 A cursory check of the NRA Annual Report
confirns the year 1989 saw $19, 749, 403 devoted to the NRA-Institute for
Legi sl ative Action (NRA-1LA). As mentioned, no figures were obtained from
HCl as to their total incone.

Sheddi ng light on the subject is a news article in "The New GUN WEEK" whi ch
printed the 1989 Federal Lobbying Reports (1st Half G oss Receipts),
reprinted here:

***x 1089 Federal Lobbying Reports ****

(1st Half Gross Receipts)

Handgun Control, Inc. $3, 827, 020
National Coalition to Ban Handguns 265, 719
ANTI - GUN TOTAL $4, 092, 739
Citizens Cormittee for the Right to

Keep and Bear Arns $1, 158, 572
NRA/ I nstitute for Legislative Action 915, 603
Gun Omners of Anerica 361, 715
PRO- GUN TOTAL $2, 435, 890
ANTI - GUN ADVANTAGE $1, 656, 849

The reader is asked to ignore the obvious inflammatory nature of the
| anguage used in this quote. The | anguage is biased, but the figures are
correct. 16



Clearly, Handgun Control, Inc is as or nore wealthy as the National Rifle
Associ ati on.

Exaggeration and m sstatenents appear to be the normfor HCl. | refer the
reader back to the section where HCl's | egislative acconplishnments are
listed. On that list is a note about plastic handguns which can be sli pped,
undet ect ed, through netal detector security systens. HCl proudly states,

" NRA was working feverishly to block all attenpts to ban plastic,
undet ect abl e handguns that could easily be smuggl ed onto airplanes."” A
little investigation found that currently, there is no itemsuch as a

pl astic, undetectable gun in existence, nor are there plans for devel opnent.
The |l egislation in question however,was so poorly worded, it would have
banned several 100% nmetal handguns in addition to giving the Secretary of
the Treasury authority to ban ANY gun. In short, HCl supported |egislation
banni ng handguns that do not even exist. In interview, a disjointed and

i nconpr ehensi bl e answer was gi ven which seened to say, "But if next century
technol ogy should provide us with a plastic gun, we'll be ready for it."
(HCl menber who declined to state his nane)

Also on HCl's list of recent acconplishments is the banning of "cop-killer"
bullets. | was unable to elicit a response fromHC on this one, but an NRA
representative mailed nme a panphlet with the follow ng information

"Police across the country begged the news nedia not to report
that officers were wearing protective body arnor. They rightly
feared that crimnals would attenpt to shoot officers in areas of
the body not covered by their vests. Indeed, in 1983 and 1984,
there was an increase in the number of |aw enforcenent officers
who were killed by gun shot wounds to the head, just as rank and
file officers warned. In attenpting to ban the KTWhullet--a
bullet with a Teflon coating used as a barrel l|ubricant--the
proposed | egi slation was so poorly crafted that it would have
banned virtually all conmercially avail able amunitionused in
hunting, target shooting, and self-protection. The NRA hel ped
Congress wite |legislation which prohibits a specific type of
ammuni tion frombeing sold other than to police and the
mlitary--nmerely regul ating what had | ong been the industry
practice. Anti-gun Congressnman Mario Biaggi, who introduced the
original ban-the-bullet-bill that NRA and the U S. Treasury
Department opposed, said, 'Qur final |egislative product was not
some wat er ed-down version of what we set out to do. In the end
there was no conpronise on the part of police safety.' HCl and the
nati onal nedi a denonstrated where to shoot police; NRA fought to
protect the rights of police and honest citizens."17

Al'l of the exaggerations and m sstatenents on the part of HClI have |ed many
to look with not a little apprehension at the remarks quoted earlier by

Nel son Shields. It is the idea of nany that HCl is not for gun-control, but
rather for gun-elimnation. Adding to the clinmate of apprehension is the
seeni ng strangl ehold on the nmedia HCl and other anti-gun groups have.

Magazi nes such as Tinme print biased and sonetines untrue articles on the gun
i ssue a couple tines each month, regardless if there have been any notabl e

i ncidents involving guns prior to publication. People of both pro-gun and
neutral positions wote in to Tinme nmagazine after a particularly

m srepresentative article entitled "Death by Gun" appeared in a July 1989

i ssue. The letters conplained of the biased nature of the article, pointing
out that over half of the 346 gun deaths di scussed were suicides which would



have sinply found other means of self-destruction if guns were absent.

O hers berated the silliness of counting a heart attack victimas a
gun-rel ated deat h--the man had been shot at, though not hit, and sunmarily
died of a heart attack. Gun owners in particular took offense at the
inclusion of police and civilian justified homcides in the article. In
response, Tine wote,

"The July 17 cover story is the npost recent in a grow ng nunber of
attenpts on the part of TIME editors to keep the gun availability
i ssue resolutely in view Such an editorial closing of ranks
represents the exception rather than the rule in the history of
the magazine ... But the time for opinions on the dangers of gun
availability is long since gone ... . As we see it--and as we
indicated in the report--our responsibility nowis to confront

i ndi fference about the escalating violence and the unwillingness
to do sonething about it." 18

Time, in addition to articles like this, gives nuch "advertising" to HCl and
its cause. Frequent articles espousing the nerits of gun-control and HCl in
Time and ot her synpathetic nedia anbunts to free nedi a exposure (except in
cases of actual news reporting) NRA and other sinilar organizations' ads are
systematically rejected however. The Firearns Education Institute (FEl) has
estimated HCl's free media exposure at $650 nmillion as conpared to the NRA' s
pai d advertisements at $15 million. The representative al so hastened to add
that pretended news articles carry nore wei ght than actual paid

adverti senents.

Articles such as the following fromthe Decenber 1990 issue of Q anour
magazi ne are particularly hel pful to HCl's cause:

The following is fromd anour's "Ten Wnen of the Year"
SARAH BRADY: FOR WORKI NG TO REDUCE THE HANDGUN EPI DEM C I N THE U. S.

In 1984, three years after her husband, Wite House ai de James A
Brady, was shot in an assassination attenpt on President Ronald
Reagan's life, Sarah Brady found her five-year-old son Scott
playing in a friend's car with a gun that turned out to be a

| oaded .22. It was the last straw for Brady, who | aunched an
all-out fight for tougher gun control laws. She had worked for two
congressmen before her marriage, so she knew her way around

Washi ngt on and, as chairperson of the | obbying group Handgun
Control, Inc., she nade hersel f--and her husband, who is disabled
and confined to a wheelchair--a highly visible opponent of the
powerful National R fle Association (NRA). She fought the
"invincible" NRA state by state and proved it's NOT invincible.
This year, Brady's |obbying paid off: In a 27-9 vote, the House
Judiciary Committee approved | egislation to require a seven-day
wai ting period to buy a handgun. "This margin of victory," says
Brady, "illustrates that Congress is serious about reducing gun
vi ol ence and keepi ng handguns out of the wong hands."

-- "Whnen of the Year 1990", d anour nmagazi ne, Decenber 1990, page 96

It is through the nedia that HCI chanpions its success in large part, but
there is another aspect. NRA representative Pat O Malley attributes nuch of
their success to direct nail. HCl nailings cone within one day (sonetinmes as
much as two) of social security checks. Periodically, nass nmailings based on



political party nmenmbership (Denocrat) are al so sent. Mdst of HCI's nass
mailing lists come fromleft-wing and |iberal publication's subscriber

lists. If an individual receives periodicals such as Newsweek, Tine, People,
Life, The Washi ngton Post, etc., than he/she is likely to at some point
receive a mailing fromHC . The one this researcher received cane in a

envel ope with, "Now is your chance to tell the NRAto go to HELL!" scribbled
on the outside. Inside was a list of the National Committee with celebrities
proliferated throughout, and four pages of heavy-handed propaganda, stanp
signed by Nelson Shields, and no Board of Directors list. The mailing was
packed full of slurs against the NRA, painting the organization to be a
mlitant group which has had the nation by the throat since the NRA' s
existence. In closing the letter, Shields, in | anguage that can only be
descri bed as begging, inplores the reader to join HCl at once, "for another
one of us will be nurdered by a handgun in the next 60 mnutes."

It is through this type of mailing that potential supporters receive
postcards like the one this tesearcher received in the menbership packet. It
features a photo on the bottomhalf of the card of a .38 snub-nosed revol ver
(the firearns which enjoys the |argest popularity anongst the one half of
the U. S. population that is arnmed). It would be said by sone that the photo
is a depiction of flag desecration as the revolver has been painted as a

U S flag. Above the photo, witten in black capitals the postcard states:

"I'n 1988, handguns kill ed
7 people in Geat Britain
19 in Sweden
53 in Switzerland
25 in |srael
13 in Australia
8 in Canada
And 8,915 in the United States

God Bl ess Anerica"
More to the point, in small print below the pictured revolver is a plea to,

"Hel p stop handgun vi ol ence. Call 1-900-226-4455." Upon calling this nunber,
| was greeted by a recording of Sarah Brady relating the nbost recent gun

control news. | was then instructed to supply ny nane and denographics for
the purpose of sending "an urgent letter" to ny representatives in
Washi ngton "urging support of stronger gun laws." | was al so inforned that

this call had just cost nme $2.75 and that the Bradys were very pleased with
my presence as a nenber of HCl. (To their credit, the charge was al so given
intiny nunerals on the postcard.) This 900 nunber proliferates virtually

all the mailings sent out by HCl and appears extrenely effective. It aids
supporters by giving updates while inundating representatives with mail from
regi stered voters urging gun control

Recently, HCI's mailing practices have conme under suspicion and there is

di scussion of investigation. The question concerning many is the speed at
which HCl is able to send out its mailings after each highly publicized gun
rel ated event. According to an NRA nenber who al so belongs to HCl for

i nformati on purposes (he declined to state his nane for fear of being
renoved from HCl's nmenbership rolls) letters about the 1989 Stockton tragedy
were in his mailbox in less than two days. News articles were also swifter
than normal. It is the contention of several individuals that HCl may have
been privy to prior warning that Patrick Purdy would commit his atrocity. A
little research has found that no investigation is yet under way, and none
is planned. The fact renmains however, that HCl and the news media were able



to publicize the event with unusual swi ftness. Layout and printing take
time.

Through the virtual media nmonopoly (in regards to firearnms), direct mail,
and this 900 nunber, HCl keeps in close contact with its menbers,
supporters, and potential supporters. This close contact has nade Handgun
Control, Incorporated a successful group and a consi derabl e opponent of the
NRA.

Unfortunately, because the organi zati on has been exposed repeatedly for

fal sehoods, one is inclined to be hesitant about shrugging off runors of
their Purdy mailings. It is likely to be hysteria, but in viewof HCl's
record with the truth, it is difficult to have certainty. Wen | began this
research | had a fundanmental respect for HCl as a worthy opponent of the
NRA, of which | claimnenbership. My research of this organization has
tarni shed this inage of nmne, and I now have little respect for it. | fail
to see why if HCl believes itself to be correct in fighting for gun contro
(or gun elimnation, depending on who one asks, in view of M. Shields
sentinents) it feels obligated to distort fact and to resort on occasion to
outright lies. The lies appear very condescendi ng when it is discovered how
easy it is to prove themas such. One of ny first interviews was with a
secretary who informed me that over 90% of all rapes are committed with the
assi stance of a gun. The FBI Uniform Crine Report 1989 states otherw se,
setting the figure at 26%instead. | was told by HCl that a firearmis
statistically nore likely to be used against a fam |y nmenber or against its
owner in the commission of a crine than it is to protect its owner.
Researcher and professor Gary Kl eck has found that a firearmis used to
commit a nurder every 60 nminutes. (HClI concedes this figure and indeed
exploits it) However, Kleck also found that a firearmis used successfully
in defensive action every 48 seconds. HCl never responded to ny three
witten queries about this figure. It is for the reason of HCl fal sehoods
that | can no longer say that | have respect for what | had believed to be a
wort hy adversary.

APPENDI X 1.

H R 467
(The Brady Bill)
101st CONGRESS 2nd Sessi on
H R 467
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
A BILL
To provide for a waiting period before the purchase of a handgun

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of Anerica in Congress assenbl ed,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE

This Act may be cited as the "Brady Handgun Vi ol ence Prevention."



SEC. 2. WAI TI NG PERI OD REQUI RED BEFORE PURCHASE OF HANDGUN.

(a) In General.--Section 922 of title 18, United States Code, is anended by
adding at the end the follow ng:

(p)(1) It shall be unlawful for any licensed inporter, |icensed
manuf acturer, or licensed dealer to sell, deliver, or transfer a handgun to
an individual who is not |icensed under section 923 unl ess--

" (A (i) () before delivery of the handgun and within one day after the
date the transferee proposes such transfer, such transferor has provided the
chi ef |aw enforcenent officer of the place of residence of the transferee a
copy of a sworn statement by the transferee as described paragraph (3); and

" (Il) before delivery of the handgun, such transferor has received from
such officer witten notice that such officer has recei ved such sworn
statenent; and

" (ii) (1) 7 days have el apsed fromthe date the transferee proposed such a
transfer to the transferor and the transferor has not received information
fromthe chief |aw enforcenent officer that receipt or possession of the
handgun by the transferee could be in violation of Federal |law or of a State
or local law of the residence of the transferee; or

" (Il) at any tinme after the transferee proposes such transfer, the chi ef

I aw enforcenment officer notifies such transferor that receipt or possession
of the handgun by the transferee would not violate Federal |aw or State or

| ocal |aw of the

resi dence of the transferee;

"(B) the transferee has presented to the transferor a witten statenent from
the chief |aw enforcenent officer of the place of residence of the
transferee which states that the transferee requires access to a handgun
because of a threat to the life of the transferee or of any nenber of the
househol d of the transferee; or

"(C (i) the transferee has applied to the State in which the transfer is to
occur for a permt allowing the transferee to possess a firearm

" (ii) the law of such State requires such application to contain, at a
m nimum the information described in subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C of
par agr aph (3);

" (iii) the transferee has received such pernit fromthe State in which the
transfer is to occur;

" (iv) not nore that 365 days have el apsed fromthe date the transferee
recei ved such permt; and

" (v) after the transferee applied for such pernit and before the State
granted such pernit, the |l aw enforcenment authorities of the State verified
that the transferee is qualified under law to receive a firearm

"(2) Nothing in this subsection shall be interpreted to require any action
by a chief |law enforcenent officer which is not otherw se required.



"(3) The sworn statenent referred to in paragraph (1)(A)(i) shall contain
only--

" (A) the nanme, address, and date of birth appearing on a valid
identification docunent (as defined in section 1028(d) (1) of the transferee
contai ning a photograph of the transferee and a description of the
identification used;

" (B) a statenment that Federal |aw does not prohibit the receipt of the
handgun by the transferee;

" (O the date the sworn statenent is nmade; and

" (D) notice that the transferee intends to obtain a handgun fromthe
transferor.

"(4) Any transferor of a handgun who, after such transfer, receives a report
froma chief |aw enforcenent officer containing information that receipt or
possessi on of the handgun by the transferee is in violation of Federal |aw
or of State or local |law of the residence of the transferee shal

i mredi ately comuni cate all information such transferor has about the
transfer and the transferee to--

" (A) the chief |law enforcenent officer of--

"the place of business of the transferor, in the case the transferor is a
licensed inported, |icensed manufacturer, or |icensed dealer; and

" (B) the chief |aw enforcenent officer of the place of residence of the
transferee.

"(5) (A) Any transferor who sells, delivers, or otherw se transfers a
handgun to a transferee shall retain the copy of the sworn statenent of the
transferee with respect to the handgun transaction for a | east one year
after the date the transaction is conpl eted.

" (B) Unless the chief |aw enforcenent officer to whoma copy of such sworn
statement is sent determines that a transacti on woul d vi ol ate Federal

State, or local law, the officer shall, within 30 days after the date the
transferee nade such statenment, destroy such copy and any record contai ni ng
i nformation derived from such statenent.

"(7) This subsection shall not apply to the transfer of a handgun in a State
if the |aw of such State--

" (A) prohibits any licensed inporter, |licensed manufacturer, or licensed
dealer fromtransferring a handgun to an individual who is not |icensed
under section 923, before at |east 7 days have el apsed fromthe date the
transferee proposed such transfer; or

" (B) requires that, before any licensed inporter, |icensed manufacturer, or
i censed deal er conpletes the transfer of a handgun to and individual who is
not |icensed under section 923, a |law enforcenment officer of the State
verify that the transferee is qualified under law to receive a handgun

"(8) (A) Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, any |icensed
i mporter, licensed manufacturer, of |icensed dealer who violates this
subsection shall be fined not nore than $1, 000, or inprisoned for not nore



than one year, or both.

" (B) The penalties provided in this paragraph shall be the only penalties
i mposed on a licensed inporter, licensed manufacturer, of |icensed deal er
for a violation of this subsection.

"(9) For purposes of this subsection, “chief |aw enforcenent officer' neans
the chief of police, the sheriff, or an equivalent officer, or the designee
of any such i ndividual .

"(10) The Secretary shall take necessary actions to assure that the
provi sions of the subsection are published and di ssem nated to deal ers and
to the public."

(b) HANDGUN DEFI NED- - Section 921(a) of title 18, United States Code, is
anended by adding at the end the foll owi ng new paragraph

"(25) The term'handgun' neans a firearm which has a short stock and is
designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand or any conbination
of parts fromwhich a handgun can be assenbl ed."

(c) CONFORM NG AMENDMENT. - - Section 924(a) (1) of title 18, United States
Code, is anended by inserting "section 922(p)," by inserting "section
922(p), after "section," the first place it appears.

(d) EFFECTI VE DATE. - - The anmendnents nade by this section shall take effect
90 days after the date of the enactnent of this Act.

APPENDI X | 1.
American Law Enforcenent O ficers Poll, 1989
distributed and admi nistered by the National Association of Chiefs of Police
THE PCLI CE VI EW OF GUN CONTRCL

The following statistics were supplied by the National Association of
Chief's of Police, based on the American Law Enforcenment Oficers Poll for
1989 sent to 16,259 Chiefs of Police, Sheriffs, and conmand personne

nati onwi de. The purpose of the survey was to enlighten the Congress, the
medi a, and ot her organi zations regardi ng the opinions of our nation's top

| aw enforcenent officers. It is believed that the National Association of
Chiefs of Police is the only | aw enforcenent association to actually conduct
these surveys. Questions, and responses are printed here exactly as poll ed.

Q Do you believe that the banning of firearns (handguns, shotguns, or
rifles) will reduce the ability of crimnals to obtain such weapons?

90. 18% r esponded NO.

Q A'"mlitary type" of long gun (rifle, shotgun, etc.) is now being

descri bed as one being able to hold nore than five rounds of ammunition. It

must be fired by pulling the trigger each tinme. The | egal description would

cover many seni-auto weapons. Do you believe that banning such weapons woul d
reduce the likelihood of crimnals obtaining thenf

86. 73% r esponded NO.



Q Do you believe that | aw abiding citizens should have the right to
purchase any type of firearmfor sport or self defense under state | aws that
now exi st ?

68. 71% r esponded YES

Q Do you believe that the banning of private ownership of firearns will
result in fewer crines fromfirearns?

87.62% responded NO

Q Would you agree that nost crimnals obtain their weapons fromillega
sour ces?

89. 94% r esponded YES

Q Sone states have longer waiting periods than others. Wuld you agree that
it should be a state mandated | aw rather than a federal regulation as to
firearms purchase requirenents?

62. 64% r esponded STATE.

Q Do you believe that a waiting period to purchase a handgun or any type of
firearmw |l have any effect on crimnals getting firearns?

70. 91% r esponded NO.

Q Many of the nmost terrible crines with firearnms have been carried out by
persons with long histories of nmental instability. Wuld you agree that al
physicians treating any person for nental illness that could be a threat to
t hensel ves or the public, should be required to report to the US Public
Health Services so the information could be nade avail able for records
checks on all firearns applications?

95. 03% r esponded YES

Q Historically, the mlitiais "all nen between the ages of 16 to 45"
Under the present armed forces defense of the United States, the Nationa
Guard nmust be able to nobilize in three days to back up our regular arned
forces worl dwi de. Therefore, the only defense would be the "state nilitia"
intime of war. Wuld you agree, that for the sake of the defense of the
United States, citizens should be allowed to have their own rifles,

shot guns, and handguns for energencies, natural or nan nade?

85. 89% r esponded YES

Q Do you feel that the systemof crimnal justice has broken down to the
point where it is the inability to deal with crimnals caught by police
(prosecution and inprisonnent) that is the major cause of crinme in Anerica?

86. 46% r esponded YES

Q Do you think the courts are too soft on crimnals in general? 95.60%
responded YES

Q Do you think the nmedia that depicts violence, especially on TV, while at
the same tinme encouragi ng the banning of firearns ownership by |aw abiding



citizens for sport or self-defense, is hypocritical?
89. 95% r esponded YES.
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Back to TH NGS THAT SHOULDN T BE!
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Any conments? Stick'emin the box!



